










Town of Ashland, N. H.
YEAR ENDING
January 31, 1924





Selectmen—Albion Kahler, S. J. Cotton, John H.
Blanchard
Tax Collector—Edward P. Colby
Overseer of the Poor—Albert E. Burt
Janitor of Town Hall—George E. Dow
Policemen—George E. Dow, Thomas P. Davis, Carl
Crowley
Highway Agents—Horace H. Cross, Seldon J. Cotton,
Rufus Blake
Fire Wards—Lester G. Fifield, George F. Plummer,
Frank H. Chick
Superintendent of Water Works—Edgar W. Sanborn
Superintendent of Fire Alarm—Lester G. Fifield
Auditors—Harry R. Spaulding, E. Forrest Brown,
Frank Huckins
Library Trustees—Lulu M. Morrison, F. Anna Whip-
ple, Bessie J. Huckins
Town Trustees—Willis F. Hardy, E. P. Warner,
Charles Pattee
Supervisors—F. M. Merrow, E. P. Colby, Ross P.
Sanborn
SHORT FORM OF WARRANT
The State of New Hampshire
To the inhabitants of the Town of Ashland in the
County of Grafton, in said State, quahfied to vote
in Town affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet in the To^\ti Hall,
in said Ashland, on Tuesday, the eleventh day of
March next, at nine of the clock in the forenoon, to act
upon the following subjects:
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the
year ensuing.
2. To raise such sums of money as may be nec-
essary to defray town charges for the ensuing year,
and make appropriation of the same.
To see how much money the town will vote to
raise and appropriate of the following articles:
3. Police Department.
4. Fire Department.
5. Highways and Bridges.
6. Concrete streets and sidewalks.
7. Town Library.
8. District Nurse Association.
9. Town Poor.
10. Memorial Day.
11. To see how much money the Town will vote
to raise and appropriate for continuing the control of
the White Pine Bhster Rust.
12. To see if the To"uti -will vote to appoint a
Committee to investigate the feasibility of a town for-
est and make recommendations at the regular town
meeting in March 1925.
13. To see how much money the Town will vote
to raise and appropriate to purchase a Wagon Scale,
to provide a place to install the same, to be used as
a Town Scale as provided by State Law.
14. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the
Superintendent of Water Works, the Selectmen or a
suitable committee' to buy land or acquire additional
drainage and flowage rights, or to take other action
for the protection and increase of the Towti Water
supply and to expend the water rent funds for these
pui-poses.
15. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the
Selectmen to pay for the bonding of the Town Officers.
16. To see if the Town will vote to authorize tha
Selectmen to sell a part of the land belonging to the
Electric Light Department.
17. To see what action the Town will take to ac-
quire more land for the Town Dump, or to pay for
damage done to land adjoining it and to raise and
appropriate money for the same.
18. To see how much the Town will vote to raise
and appropriate to pay on the Town Debt.
19. To bring in your votes for the election of
Delegates-at-Large, Alternate Delegates-at-Large, Dis-
trict Delegates, Alternate District Delegates, to the
National Conventions of the Democratic and Republi-
can parties, to be held for the purpose of nominating
party candidates for President and Vice-President of
BUDGET
The items in this paragraph and the next one fol-
lowing are estimates of what money will be received by
the town and of the amounts that will be raised and ap-
propriated for the expenses of the Town for the en-
suing year.
Estimated Revenues for 1924
From the State
Insurance Tax $ 40.00
Rairoad Tax 260.00
Savings Bank Tax 2,500.00
$2,800.00
From Local Sources






If the above revenue is reserved for the pay-
m.ent of debt, interest and unforseen expenses, then
the estimated appropriations of $45,921.00 following
may be raised by a tax rate of approximately
$3.00. Each additional thousand dollars appropriated
will increase the rate by about seven cents, and each
thousand dollars decrease will reduce the rate by the
same amount.










State Aid maintenance $ 150.00
Trunk Line maintenance 4,000.00
Permanent improvement fund 1,563.00
Town roads 4,000.00
$9,713.00







Estimated rate in District No. 1 $3.00
INVENTORY
Polls at $5.00










Cash in hands of treasurer $2,867.54
Highway balance in state treasury • 185.60
Uncollected taxes 294.00
Total assets $3,347.14
Excess of liabilitits over assets, net debt 91,562.67
Total $94,909.81
Liabilities
Unpaid bills, Electric Light $5,704.14
Playground fund 414.05
Flag appropriation 125.00
Old Home Day appropriation 100.00
Sidewalk appropriation 825.00
Dog licenses due school districts 203.80
Highway balance, state 185.60
Highway balance, town 302.22
Long term notes outstanding 87,050.00
Total $94,909.81
Net debt January 31, 1923 $87,525.69
Net debt January 31, 1924 91,562.67
Increase of debt $4,036.98
Schedule of Town Property
Town Hall, lands and buildings $5,000.00
Furniture and equipment 100.00
Library furniture and equipment 2,500.00
Police department equipment 15.00
Fire department, lands and buildings 5,000.00
Equipment 2,000.00




Schools, lands and buildings 50,000.00
Equipment 5,000.00
Electric light plant 72,000.00
Total $192,500.00
REPORT OF THE TOWN TREASURER
Receipts
Cash on hand from last year $8,110.46
Received from Tax Collector $49,043.71
Supt. Water Works 2,349.47
Town Clerk, dog licenses 203.80
Town Clerk, auto taxes 2,712.98
E. G. Gammons, police court 73.10
M. T. Shepard, Elec, Dept. 10,821.50
Selectmen, Sunday account 584.12
Selectmen, state highways 9,408.88
Berry Trust Fund 84.24
Eunice A. Peaslee, on note 1,000.00
Ashland Sav. Bank, on note 5,000.00
Amer. Legion Post, on note 5,000.00
Total receipts $94,392.26
Payments
Paid Selectmens' orders $64,234.57
Paid Selectmens' electric light account 12,187.86
Paid notes and interest
Ashland Savings Bank 5,872.91
Emma H. Scribner 100.00
Susie Deane 160.00
Jennie F. Harrington 64.00
Minnie L. Smith 616.00
Elizabeth Hodgdon estate 1,642.67
Martha A. Heath 80.00
J. Frank Perkins 1,714.00
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Elizabeth Mitchell estate 1,928.20
John K. Bateman 1,779.41
Ohver J. Craig ' 32.*00
Daniel C Hill 140.00
Jessie A. Thompson 160.00
Hiram J. Merrill 6o!oO
Mary J. Horrigan 160.00
Margaret J. Horrigan 180.00
Sarah Boynton Estate 60.00
Nellie E. Plummer 24^00
George F. Plummer 80.00
Marsena C. Blake 220.00
Mabelle N. Campbell 12^00
Henry C. Dearborn 12.00
Cash on hand 2,872.64
Total $94,392.26
Respectfully submitted,
J. H. FLEMING, Treasurer.
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SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS
Year Ending January 31, 1924
From
Tax collector $49,043.71
Motor vehicle registration 2,712.98
Dog licenses 203.80
Licenses and permits 241.00
Fighting forest fires 55.50
Returns to highway department 74.70
Sale of materials 150.02
Water rents 2,349.47
Highway department from state 9,408.88
Taxes from state (not in treasurer's report) 2,916,19
Town notes 11,000.00
Bounties 5.40
Horace Berry highway fund 84.24
Fines and forfeits, municipal court 73.10
Rent of town hall and tomb 57.50
Total receipts $78,376.49




Year Ending January 31,
Detail of Receipts for Year Ending January 31, 1924
From Tax Collector
Sons of Veterans, rent of hall $35.00
E. G. Gammons, rent of tomb 16.00




Detail Statement of Payments
Town Officers, Salaries
Albion Kahler, selectman $300.00
S. J. Cotton, selectman 200.00
John H. Blanchard, selectman 200.00
John Perry, moderator 10.00
A. E. Burt, overseer 50.00
Three supervisors 54.00
E. P. Colby, collector 400.00
L. M. Goddard, clerk 50.00
L. M. Goddard, auto registration 70.75
J. H. Fleming, treasurer 100.00
J. E. Morrison, clerk, pro tem 10.00
$1,444.75
Town Officers' Expenses








E. G. Gammons, 13 months salary $162.50
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Town Buildings




Highway Department, see reports
State Aid maintenance $48.00









Board of Harriet Nichols 156.00
Wood to Geo. W. Heath 38.00















See treasurer's report " • $12,735.91
Taxes Paid
State tax $3,358.00






Dog licenses, town district
Appropriation, special district






Appropriation to electric lights
Arches








Concrete Streets and Sidewalks
Balance $75.00
Appropriation 750.00
Interest on Berry fund 84.24
Charged to Trunk Line maintenance 868.07
Borrowed (permanent imp. fund for 1924-25) 2,354.29
$5,514.07
This road was planned to cost $20,000.00, and of
the cost above that amount the town paid $2,670.47
and the state paid $2,964.42.
Galley Culvert
This culvert washed out during the high water in
the spring and with the idea of having something
that will stay, a concrete culvert re-inforced with steel
was put in by contract. This culvert is five feet wide,
four feet high inside and sixty feet long.
Paid W. M. Bisson on contract $1,876.00
Paid for filling and finishing 328.10
Total cost $2,204.10




Snow work to Jan. 31, 1923










































Received for water rents
REPORT OF ELECTRIC LIGHT DEPARTMENT
Net debt February 1, 1923
We hereby certify that we have carefully ex-
amined the accounts of the Selectmen, Tax Collector,
Superintendent of the Water Works, Electric Light
Department and Trustees of Town Library and find





January 6, still alarm for chimney fire in house
of Frank Perkins and occupied by Ed Roby. No
damage.
January 17, still alarm for chimney fire in the
Addie Cote tenement occupied by Louie Day. No.
damage.
January 21, still alarm for chimney fire in house
owned by F. J. and E. 0. Sanborn. No damage.
January 29, Box 62, fire at Joe Ruhl's house. In-
sured for Sl,500.00. Damages of $90.00 have been
paid.
January 30, still alarm chimney fire at Ross San-
born's. No damage.
February 15, still alarm chimney fire at hose
house. No damage.
February 19, still alarm chimney fire at house
of Mrs. E. A. Straw. No damage.
February 20, still alarm chimney fire at house
of Harvey Morse. No damage.
March 3, still alarm chimney fire at E. P. Warn-
er's. No damage.
March 7, still alarm chimney fire in L 0. 0. F.
Block. No damage.
March 7, still alarm chimney fire at T. Jacques.
No damage.
March 14, fire at Joe Previdis house. Insurance
carried $3,000.00. Damages of $1,780.00 have been
paid on house and furniture.
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May 4, still alarm chimney fire in house occupied
by Jesse Murdock.
May 26, still alarm chimney fire in tenement own-
ed by W. F. Hardy.
May 26, still alarm for brush fire ^t Bateman's
crossing. No damage.
June 25, still alarm for forest fire back of Green
Grove cemetery.
July 22, still alarm for brush fire at Union Bridge.
August 3, Box 41, an outside call for fire at the
Mt. Livermore House in Holderness.
August 9, still alarm for forest fire on B. & M.
land.
August 16, Box 41, a call from Holderness for firo
at Mr. Burnham's camp.
September 8, still alarm, call from New Hampton
for fire at Louis Gordon.
September 9, Box 72, fire in house owned by Su-
sie Deane and occupied by James Kelley. House in-
sured for $1,000.00. Damages of $500.00 have been
paid.
September 15, still alarm for brush fire back of
Green Grove Cemetery.
September 17, still alarm for fire in coal bin at
I. 0. O. F. Block. No damage.
September 21, still alarm for chimney fire in house
of Mrs. Theodore Gamache.
October 13, forest fire alarm rung for fire in El-
bridge Boynton's pasture.
Nov 19, still alarm for chimney fire in house own-
ed by L. B. Brooks and occupied by Mr. Parker. No
damage.
December 11, still alarm for chimney fire in Chas.
Galley house. No damage.
December 11, still alarm for chimney fire in Ash-
land Knitting Co., tenement, Earle Grey tenant. No
damage.
The usual appropriation of $1,200.00 will be nec-




Fire Wards of Ashland.
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REPORT OF ASHLAND DISTRICT NURSING
ASSOCIATION
The citizens of Ashland, all members of the As-
sociation, and co-operators in its splendid work, are
always interested in the Association's annual report,
because it tells them of something in which they are
personally concerned, and upon which their happiness
and health depends. The following report tells in only
a small way of the good done through the active,
hearty and unselfish co-operation of our doctors and
nurse. It gives but a passing glimpse of the happi-
ness experienced by many in the succor extended to
them in their hour of affliction.
All realize and appreciate this, yet, because this
having been done so silently and efficiently, too many
take it for granted that their co-operation is not need-
ed. Most of us, not that we intend to be, are like the
men spoken of in the gospel, who passed by and let
the other fellow bind up the afflicted one's wounds.
This of course should not be, nor do we in our good will
want it to be so. All the average man needs to en-
kindle the smouldering fire of his charity, is to be
kindly reminded of his duty.
The Association takes this occasion to appeal to
all to contribute generously that the good work may
go on. Much has already been done, but much more
may be done to make our community the healthiest
and happiest in the hills.
Receipts
Brought forward $130.26
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ASHLAND TOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT
TREASURER'S REPORT
Receipts
For the Year Ending June 30, 1923
From State
Equalization, State Aid $1,033.64
From Selectmen
5 per cent tax on inventory $1,085.36
Salaries district officers 110.00
Per capita tax 42.00
Administration 10.00
High school tuition 165.00
Supt. excess salary 100.00
$1,512.36
From Sources Other than Taxation
Elementary school tuition 358.00
Dox tax 29.80




Elementary school tuition 328.00
High school tuition 192.50
Per capita tax 42.50
$2,221.42
Cash on hand June 30, 1922 981.02
$3,202.44
HARRIS W. GALLEY, Treasurer.
This is to certify that I have examined the fore-
going accounts of Harris W. Galley, Treasurer of the
Ashland Town School District, and find them correct-
ly cast and properly vouched.
MADGE PEASE, Auditor.
Detailed statement of Expenditures
Administration
Salaries of District Officers
Nellie J. Galley, school board $40.00
Erville J. Batchelder, school board 20.00
0. H. Amsden, school board 20.00
Harris W. Galley, treasurer 25.00
Mrs. 0. H. Amsden, clerk 2.50
Madge Pease, auditor 2.50
$110.00
Superintendent's Excess Salary




G. M. Harris 3.12
$7.22
Instruction
Teacher's salary, Elva Walbridge $800.00
Text books,
Silver Burdett & Co.




Hinds Haden & Eldridge
Medical Inspection





Mary J. Chase 8.13
To the School Board of Ashland Town School District
:
I beg leave to submit the following report:
Enrollment, 1923-1924
Union School, Helen C. Draper, teacher; Resident pu-
pils, 4 ; tuition pupils, 6. Total, 10.
Resident pupils in other schools.
Elementary: Ashland, 10; Plymouth, 4; Holdernes^,
2. Total, 16.
High School: Ashland, 2, Plymouth, 1. Total, 3.
Enrollment, 1922-1923
Union School, Elva R. Walbridge, teacher; Resident
pupils, 4; tuition pupils, 8. Total, 12.
No. of pupils at end of year, 11; No. promoted, 11;
Per cent attendance, 98.2; Visits of superintendent,
21 ; Visits of citizens, 58.
Honor Pupils (not absent or tardy)
Harriet Amsden, Howard Amsden, Roger Amsden,
Roland Amsden, Raymond Avery, Richard Avery.











Total registration resident pupils 22





ASHLAND SPECIAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
Report of the Treasurer of the School Board for
the Year Ending June 30, 1923
Receipts
Balance
Cash on hand July 1, 1922 $1,102.13
From the State
Equalization fund $1,664.03
From the Selectmen, by Taxation
$5 on $1,000 equalized valuation $7,947.97
For support of high school 6,000.00
Administration 500.00
Medical Inspection, high school 35.00
Repairs and improvements 500.00
Insurance 126.00
Per capita tax 494.00
Debt 1,000.00
Interest 200.00
From Sources Other Than Taxation
Dog licenses 100.00
High school tuitions 848.00
Elementary school tuitions 406.00




Note, paid at maturity $1,000.00
Interest paid on notes 200.00
Supplies bought and re-sold 123.77
Expenses of schools, 1922-23 18,334.73
Balance, cash on hand June 30, 1923 1,388.40
$21,046.90
Detailed Statement of Expenditures
Administration
E. B. Wallace, Union Treasurer, Superin-
intenclent's salary
AlhTi & Bacon
Howard & Brown, diplomas 11.51
Evelyn Malouf 1.13
Alfred Puccetti 2.00
W. B. Brown 2.70
Record Print 16.65





Ed Nassen, labor on wood $3.00
Joseph Gamache 24.00
H. L. Gault, sawing 21.85
Horace Cross, hauling 10.00
0. A. Brown, oil 7.00
John Brock, labor 10.00
Benj. Deane, coal 1,283.63
E. W. Sanborn, coal 196.26
$1,555.74
Janitor Supplies
0. A. Bro\\Ti, toweling, etc. $60.31
Electric Light Commission 160.66
$220.9^
Minor Repairs
John Brock, labor $$3.50
Geo. P. Swayne 6.50
Carey Furniture Co. 36.37
Thos. C. Shepard 47.10
O. A. Brown 34.74
E. M. Roby, cartage 3.83
Burt Way 4.00
L. G. Fifield 23.71






A. F. Burtt Co.
Interest
H. J. Merrill 24.00
Lucy A. Merrill 20.00
M. C. Blake 36.00
Minnie L. Smith 120.00
REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT
To the School Board of Ashland Special School Dis-
trict:
I take pleasure in submitting my sixth annual re-
port as Superintendent of the Schools in Ashland.
Schools opened on Monday, September 10, with
the following enrollment and teachers in charge:
Grade Pupils
I Edythe Smith Paddleford 35
II Blanche G. Rogers 29
III Cora H. Berry 32
IV Laura D. Phillips 33
V Marguerite Dexter 28
VI Winnifred E. Spiller 32
High School, H. C. Maxim, Headmaster, Mathematics
Clara M. Smith, English and Latin
Winifred M. Watts, Domestic Arts
Alice K. Simons, Junior High Subjects
Helen C. Sherry, French and History
John M. Cotton, Science and Athletics
Margaret Williams, Music
Enrollment: VII, 27; VIII, 20; IX, 25; X, 17; XI, 13;
XII, 6.
Total enrollment: Elementary, 189; Junior High, 47;
Senior High, 61. Total, 297.
Tuition pupils: Elementary, 15; Senior High, 14. To-
tal, 29.
Program of Studies
The only important change in the program of
studies for this year is the substitution of commer-
cial geography and arithmetic for French in the jun-
ior high school curriculum. The change was made
necessary by the difficulty and expense involved in pro-
viding special classes in French for the few tuition
pupils who entered grade IX from the rural districts
without the preparatory work in this subject as given
in our local junior high grades.
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Thrift
Thrift continues to be taught effectively in our
schools through the banking system. The Ashlaml
Savings Bank furnishes the necessary banking cards
and material.
Deposits, School year, 1922-1923 $942.43
Deposits, September 1923 to January 1924 328.53
Total deposits, March 1922 to Jan. 1924 1,780.08
A double checking system is used which pre-
vents errors remaining undetected.
Music
It was possible to secure a regular supervisor of
music this year, and already pleasing results are be-
ing shown in all the grades. While this arrangement
is always desirable, it is not always possible, but we
shall hope to continue the present plan, or a similar
one, in the future. The solution of the music prob-
lem in our schools seemingly will be found only in
several towns cooperatively engaging a supervisor of
music.
Promotions
Realizing that a few children in our schools can
readily cover the required v/ork in less than the reg-
ular twelve years, several promotions have been made
during this school year of those pupils who seemed
most ready for advancement. Promotion at a suitable
time will assure to such a pupil no loss in subject mat-
ter and an immense gain from being associated with a
group of pupils m.ore nearly his equal in capacity.
Parent-Teacher Association
The Parent-Teacher Association continues its
worth-while activities. The meetings this year have
been well attended, and the programmes varied and
interesting. A reception was given to the teachers in
September ; Dr. Bell, of Plymouth, spoke at the
"Health" meeting in November; the October meeting
was given over to athletics and playground activities;
Deputy Commissioner, J. N. Pringle, spoke at the De-
14
cember meeting; a musicale, under the direction of
Miss Edith Piatt, was held in January; and in Feb-
ruary the teaching staff entertained the association
with a pleasing programme.
Plans are maturing for health activities the com-
ing summer; clinics for bad teeth and diseased ton-
sils; a playground supervisor for the months when
school is not in session. The noon lunches and milk
provided at the school for under-weight children is
backed by the association, and is one of the most im-
portant phases of its activities.
Athletics
Provision was made this year through a special
appropriation of $300.00 for athletics to be placed
completely under the charge of the school authorities,
by the official appointment of an athletic coach and
physical director. Results have proven the merits
of the change. Physical development exercises are a
regular part of the school programme; opportunity
is provided for all boys in grades VII to XII to prac-
tice basket ball under supervision; three class teams
have been formed, and the high school team is given
efficient coaching at regularly assigned periods. We
trust the present appropriation will be continued.














STATISTICAL TABLE, SCHOOL YEAR 1922-23
Considerable work will need to be done on the
roof of the high school building as soon as the weather
permits in the spring. The late fall rains revealed
several bad leaks around the ventilating shafts and
the v/alls. A thorough examination of the roof showed
that these leaks were due to the flashings rather
than to the roofing. The coping was found badly out
of line due to the water seeping in between the bricks
and freezing. An expert roofer was brought here to
examine the defects and to give competent advice. It
is the opinion of the school committee that the coping
and chimneys should be taken down to the roof and
rebuilt; and that copper flashings should be used
throughout. This will ensure permanency, and pre-
vent destruction of the main walls of the building by
further seepage and freezing. A special appropriation
of $1,000.00 is asked for this purpose.
Resceptfully submitted,
EDWARD P. COLBY,
FREDERICK M. MERROW,
ORA A. BROWN,
P. J. Mcdonough,
JOHN MANTER,
ARTHUR H. SMITH,
Board of Education.
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